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Description
Influential contributions posit that centralization and the imposition of direct rule constitute key causes of the emergence of separatist nationalism (e.g., Hechter 2000) and the escalation of separatist claims to violence (e.g., McGarry & O’Leary 2009). However, the empirical study of the role of autonomy loss in conflict processes has been limited by the fact that the main extant source of data on lost autonomy – the Minorities at Risk (MAR) dataset – covers only a small and biased sample of all ethnic groups around the world (Hug 2013). We provide new and improved data on autonomy loss for more than 750 ethnic groups from the Ethnic Power Relations (EPR) dataset, version 2014 (Cederman et al. 2010; Vogt et al. 2015). Our data identify all major autonomy downgrades during the period from 1800 to 2012. The data can be used for the identification of ethnic groups that have suffered from autonomy loss since 1800 or any other cut-off after 1800. 
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Coding rules
Operationally, we define a group as having lost autonomy if it had a higher level of self-rule in the past compared to the beginning of the present year. More specifically, we code a loss of autonomy:
i) if a group used to have an independent state in the past but can no longer be considered independent. For example, Estonia was an independent state from 1918-1940, when it was annexed by the former Soviet Union. Therefore, the Estonians in the former Soviet Union are coded with lost independence until and including 1991, when Estonia re-attained independence;
ii) if a change of borders leads to ethnic groups being cut off from their “cultural motherland” (i.e., a state dominated or at least strongly influenced by members of their own group). Russians in Ukraine constitute an example;
iii) or if a group had internal autonomy in the past but can no longer be considered to have a meaningful level of regional autonomy as defined by EPR in the present. The Crimean Tatars, who had been awarded an autonomous status within the Soviet Union in 1921 that was later revoked by Stalin, constitute an example.
Importantly, losing autonomy does not necessarily imply that all autonomy is lost. The Estonians in the former Soviet Union were annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940 and thus lost their independence. However, the Soviet Union was a federal state and the Estonians kept some autonomy. 

More detailed coding rules
· Re lost independence: 
· Note that full Westphalian sovereignty (i.e., both internal and external sovereignty) in many ways constitutes an ideal type that is often unattainable in practice (Krasner 1999). Therefore, it is sufficient for us to code lost independence if a group was more or less free of foreign influence in the past (but not in the present).
· Also note that we do not require that a group controlled an internationally recognized state. Many ethnic groups never developed centralized state structures but still used to live free of foreign influence in the past. For example, before the Scramble for Africa in the late 19th century many groups in Sub-Saharan Africa were divided into small chieftaincies or took the form of stateless societies that had a high degree of autonomy. We code lost independence in the years such groups came under foreign rule, typically through European colonization.
· Finally, we include a small number of cases under this category where colonial groups were credibly promised separate independence by their colonial masters, but where this promise was not kept and the group subsequently annexed by another state. This includes groups such as the Sahrawis, which were promised separate independence by Spain but were then annexed by Morocco and Mauritania. The East Timorese constitute another example (prior to East Timor attaining independence in 2002).

· Re lost internal autonomy:
· We consider revocations of a variety of different internal autonomy regimes, including territorial autonomy regimes in modern states (e.g., the Kosovar Albanians had internal autonomy starting in 1971 but lost it in 1989); colonial autonomy regimes (e.g. the Alawites in Syria had significant self-rule during French colonial rule (until 1937)); and protectorates, vassal or tributary states under the suzerainty of another power, such as India’s former princely states. 
· However, note that we only consider territorial autonomy regimes. That is, we do not include revocations of non-territorial autonomy regimes as they existed, for example, in the Ottoman Empire.
· For the period after 1945, our main source for the identification of losses of internal autonomy is EPR’s regional autonomy variable (regaut). Note that we corrected several coding mistakes (see section 15 of the online appendix).
· A special case emerges for groups that have managed to establish their own de facto independent states. These groups have internal autonomy, but this autonomy is not the result of a concession by the state. Therefore, if de facto independent groups had a recognized form of internal autonomy in the past that was then revoked by the state, we code them with lost internal autonomy despite the fact that they de facto have a large degree of autonomy. We only stop coding them with lost internal autonomy if the state recognizes their autonomy.
 
· Other:
· Note that the lost autonomy variable does not cover changes in the ethnic composition of central governments. Thus, we do not, for example, code lost autonomy if a group loses control of a state that continues to exist. The Sunnis in Iraq, who under Saddam Hussein effectively controlled Iraq, but lost access to the state after the US invasion in 2003, constitute an example of what is not included. 
· Lost autonomy always refers to historical political entities within the borders of contemporary states. We do not consider any potential autonomy a group had had before it migrated to the state where it resides now.

Case coverage
We provide data on lost autonomy for 759 of the 853 groups included in EPR version 2014. We did not cover the remaining 94 groups because they were irrelevant to our research interest. This includes 58 groups that always dominated their state and never shared power with another ethnic group. Examples include the Turks in Turkey and the Austrians in Austria. This also includes the 36 groups that are not considered politically relevant in any of the years. These are often majority groups in countries where EPR coders judged ethnicity to be irrelevant. The Germans in Germany constitute an example. 

Sources
We drew on a broad array of sources for the coding of lost autonomy, including several encyclopedias focused on ethnic and separatist groups (e.g. Cole 2011; Minahan 2002; Shoup 2011), Griffith & Butcher’s (2013) expanded list of internationally recognized states, Encyclopedia Britannica, the country studies series of the Library of Congress, country-specific historical dictionaries, EPR’s regional autonomy indicator, and many case-specific sources. Where there was overlap between MAR and EPR, we also drew on MAR’s AUTLOST variable while always checking conformity with our coding rules. 


Data Formats
The data is accessible in two formats. 
 1) The file “Lost autonomy.xls” includes a list of all the autonomy losses we code, including the approximate year they occurred and coding justifications.
2) The file “groupyear.csv” provides the data in research-ready format. The unit of analysis is the country-group-year. The following variables are included:
	Variable
	Description

	gwgroupid
	Unique ethnic group ID (Source: EPR)

	year
	Calendar year

	countryname
	Name of country

	countries_gwid
	Unique country ID (Source: Gleditsch & Ward 1999)

	groupname
	Name of ethnic group (Source: EPR)

	isrelevant
	Binary indicating whether group is politically relevant (Source: EPR, with corrections[footnoteRef:1]) [1:  See Germann & Sambanis (forthcoming): Online Appendix, section 15.] 


	regaut
	Dummy variable that is coded 1 if an ethnic group had a meaningful level of regional autonomy at the beginning of each calendar year. A group is coded as regionally autonomous if there is a regional government of some type that operates below the central state level but above the local (municipal) level that has significant (but not necessarily exclusive) policy autonomy in some areas of government, such as culture, security, or the economy, and in which members of the group have significant, though not necessarily exclusive, representation. (Source: EPR, with corrections[footnoteRef:2]) [2:  See Germann & Sambanis (forthcoming): Online Appendix, section 15.] 


	lost_autonomy
	Dummy variable that is coded 1 if an EPR group had a higher level of self-rule in the past compared to the present (that is, lost independence, became stranded, and/or had internal autonomy in the past but not in the present), considering the period from 1800 onwards. The lost autonomy variable generally reflects the situation on January 1 of each calendar year. Exceptions emerge in the year of a country’s independence or if a group’s territory is joined to a country during the ongoing year (e.g. the Papuans only became part of Indonesia in 1963 after Indonesia's annexation of West Papua). In some cases we also deviate from the first of January rule to better reflect case histories. Specifically, if a group lost autonomy and in the same year starts to make a nonviolent or violent claim for self-rule, we code the loss of autonomy in the year of the claim/violence onset if, and only if, the loss of autonomy preceded the claim/violence.

	lost_independence
	Dummy variable indicating whether a group lost independence, considering the period from 1800 onwards. The variable generally reflects the situation on January 1 of each calendar year, with the exceptions noted above.

	approx_year_lost_ind
	The approximate year(s) that a group lost independence.

	stranded
	Dummy variable indicating whether a group counts as stranded as defined above, considering the period from 1800 onwards. The variable generally reflects the situation on January 1 of each calendar year, with the exceptions noted above.

	approx_year_stranded
	The approximate year(s) that a group became stranded.

	lost_internal
	Dummy variable indicating whether a group lost internal autonomy, considering the period from 1800 onwards. The variable generally reflects the situation on January 1 of each calendar year, with the exceptions noted above.

	approx_year_lost_internal
	The approximate year(s) that a group lost internal autonomy.

	downgr1_aut
	Dummy variable that is coded 1 if an ethnic group lost autonomy in the previous year. This includes cases where groups lost independence, became stranded, and lost internal autonomy. 
Note: If a group lost autonomy in the year it began to make a separatist claim, we code a downgrade in the same year if, and only if, the loss of autonomy preceded the onset of the separatist claim. Analogously, we apply the same rule to escalation from a nonviolent claim to a violent claim. In combination, the latter two rules ensure that case histories are adequately reflected when analyzing the relationship between recent autonomy losses and the onset of separatist claims and their escalation to violence. However, this may not be the best way to proceed in other applications. 

	downgr2_aut
	Same as above, but considering the previous two years.

	downgr3_aut
	Same as above, but considering the previous three years.

	downgr5_aut
	Same as above, but considering the previous five years.

	lost_aut_1900onw
	Same as lost_aut, but considering the period from 1900 onwards instead of the period from 1800 onwards.




Limitations
It is important to note that our data on lost autonomy comes with certain limitations. Tracing the histories of more than 750 ethnic groups over more than two centuries constitutes a challenging enterprise. Reliable information can be difficult to get by, especially for less well-known groups in Africa, Asia, or Oceania. The problem intensifies the further we go back in time. Our choice to restrict our focus to 1800 onwards is partly motivated by this. 
Moreover, to maximize coding reliability, we decided to focus on major losses of autonomy. Small changes to a group’s level of autonomy are often difficult to identify, especially in the more distant past, and they may not be reported systematically in our sources. Therefore, while we do include cases where groups lost all meaningful internal autonomy (in addition to cases of “lost independence” and groups being “stranded”), we do not include cases where the level of internal autonomy of ethnic groups was reduced but not fully revoked. For example, we do not code a loss of internal autonomy for the Abkhaz in 1931, when the status of Abkhazia was downgraded from a union republic (the highest status within the former USSR’s Russian-doll type federal system) to an autonomous republic (the second highest status) and incorporated into Georgia. However, we code lost internal autonomy for the Kosovar Albanians in 1989, when Milosevic revoked all of Kosovo’s autonomy. 
Even when disregarding more minor fluctuations in the autonomy levels of ethnic groups and focusing on 1800 onwards, the identification of historical losses of internal autonomy remains difficult. In particular, we suspect that we miss a number of cases where ethnic groups from Sub-Saharan Africa or elsewhere retained a degree of internal autonomy in the first years of colonization, but lost this autonomy some years after colonization. However, this should not be a major problem for the estimates we report in the paper because most of the candidate groups are coded with lost autonomy anyway due to the earlier colonization. Generally speaking, losses of independence or groups becoming stranded outside their cultural motherland are easier to identify. We are also more confident that we picked up losses of internal autonomy after 1945, so this should not constitute a major problem for our inferences on the short-term implications of losing autonomy. 
Finally, assigning historic losses of autonomy to contemporary ethnic groups implicitly assumes that today’s ethnic groups have a reference in the past. However, note that we do not assume that historic and contemporary group identities are the same. As is well established, ethnic identities are fluid and changeable. For example, many contemporary groups in places like Sub-Saharan Africa historically had much more local identities, say at the village level. But while a contemporary group may not have a 1:1 referent in the past, contemporary identities are often inferred backwards. There may or may not have been a Macedonian identity two centuries back (see e.g. Roudometof 2002), but from today’s perspective many Macedonians are likely to find it plausible to trace back “their” history to the “proto-Macedonians” that had existed in the 19th century. Analogously to Hobsbawm & Ranger's (1983) invented traditions, we contend that group histories, even if partly imagined, are likely to matter for today’s political outcomes.
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